
 

Gathering those who fear they are not enough,  
so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
Maundy Thursday begins the Three Days (or Triduum), remembering the new commandment 

that Christ gave us in word and deed as he taught us how to love one another, washing our feet as 
a servant. We also celebrate the Lord’s Supper, remembering the meal Christ shared with his 
disciples before his death. Historically, this was the traditional day in which those who had 
undergone a period of public penance under church discipline would be restored to full communion. 

The name is taken from the first words sung at the ceremony of the washing of the feet, “I give 
you a new commandment” (John 13:34); also from the commandment of Christ that we should 
imitate his loving humility in the washing of the feet (John 13:14-17). The term mandatum 
(maundy), therefore, was applied to the rite of the foot washing on this day. 

The opening service of the Triduum is not inherently mournful. The penitential acts of Maundy 
Thursday have celebratory aspects as well: restoration through the bold declaration of pardon; the 
act of foot washing connoting humility and intimacy; the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
embodying the mystery of Christ’s enduring redemptive presence.  

April 17, 2025 
Maundy Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
 

 



WE GATHER Megan Klose 

Leader: This is a day of remembrance for us. In the growing darkness we 
gather. Our Lenten journey brought us here. Jesus, our Teacher and 
Lord, sets before us: a towel, a bowl, bread, and a cup.  

People: Jesus gave us a new commandment, that we love one another, as 
he has loved us. 

Leader: This is how everyone will know we are his disciples, when we love each 
other. 

People: Obeying his commandment, we gather to break bread and share 
the cup of salvation sealed in his blood; proclaiming the Lord’s 
death until he comes again. 

Leader: This is a day of remembrance for us. Let us worship the Lord. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Yena Hwang 
Leader: Our hearts are a battleground between faithfulness and betrayal. We are 

weak, but he is steadfast. Trusting in the unwavering love of Jesus 
Christ, who has delivered us from sin and death, let us confess our sin. 

People: Lord Jesus Christ, how well you know our hearts, and still you 
love us – you have loved us to the end.   

Leader: We have denied you,  
People: and we have denied our calling to serve one another. 
Leader: We have betrayed you, 
People: and we have betrayed your commandment to love one another. 
Leader: Pour out your Spirit of grace upon us. 
People: Teach us to love and serve you faithfully and to love and serve 

one another by the example you have set for us; in your holy 
name we pray. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Yena Hwang 
Leader: Jesus knows us fully and offers love and forgiveness unconditionally. In 

gratitude for the grace given to us and as a witness to our faith in 
Christ, we will love one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us greet each other as we share our meal.  

We will proceed with dinner at this point.  
When you are finished with your meal, please clear your place. 



SCRIPTURE  John 13:2b-10, 12-15 Megan Klose 
2b And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his 
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 
answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter 
said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you 
are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you. 

WASHING OF HANDS  

On each table is a packet of wipes and a bowl.  
You are invited to wash each other’s hands with a wipe and put used wipes in the bowl. 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE Yena Hwang, Megan Klose 

Invitation to the Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

Communion is served at table. Each table has a common loaf (gluten free), rice crackers, and 
a common cup of unfermented wine (juice). To serve each other, break a piece of bread off the 
loaf (or take a cracker) and offer it to your neighbor with the cup. To receive communion, 
take the bread (or cracker), and dip it in the cup, if you wish. Then serve your neighbor. 



HYMN  An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare 

 

SCRIPTURE  John 13:31-35 Yena Hwang 

31 When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

Our worship continues with a Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This service consists of scripture readings, music, and silence, accompanied by an advancing 

darkness that foretells the coming death of Jesus Christ. If you are watching from your home, 
we invite you to join in the service by lighting seven candles and extinguishing them along with 
those in the livestream service. Together, we will experience the deepening darkness as Jesus 

suffers and dies. The service will end in silence. There will be no benediction. 
 
 
 

PRELUDE  
It is Well with my Soul  Philip Bliss; arr. James Naigus (b. 1987) 

Elliot Mihelic, horn 

  

Tenebrae Service – A Service of Shadows 

April 17, 2025 
7:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

 
 



* CALL TO WORSHIP Megan Klose 
ONE: Today God makes common cause with our human suffering. 
ALL: We read the Scriptures, sing the hymns, feel the feelings of the day 

Christ died. 
ONE: Suffering is not rational. It has no answer. 
ALL: But in the cross God meets us in our suffering. 
ONE: From this day forward, we know that there is nowhere we can go where 

God is not with us. 
ALL: God, into your hands we commend our spirits. Receive our worship 

as a sign of our gratitude and praise. 

* HYMN 215 (v. 1) What Wondrous Love Is This 

 

 
 

The Service of Shadows 

JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE 

Matthew 26:36-46  Angela Koon 

  



HYMN 207 (vv. 1-4) Sharing Paschal Bread and Wine 

 

THE BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF JESUS  

Matthew 26:47-56  Mary Soule 

HYMN 218 (v. 1) Ah, Holy Jesus 

 

 

  



JESUS BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST  

Matthew 26:57-68  Cassie Dowty 

HYMN 220 (v. 2) Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PETER DENIES JESUS  

Matthew 26:69-75  Rex Campbell 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
Wash Me Throughly David Halls (b. 1963) 

Wash me throughly from my wickedness and forgive me all my sin. 
For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me. 

JESUS SENTENCED TO DEATH  

Matthew 27:1-26 Megan Klose 

  



HYMN 221 (v. 1) O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS  

Matthew 27:27-44  Gordon Storr 

THE SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS Yena Hwang 

After each reproach, the congregation responds, “Lord have mercy.” 

RESPONSE  
The Crucifixion  Samuel Barber (1910-1981) 

Bailey Coleman, soprano 

At the cry of the first bird they began to crucify Thee, O Swan! 
Never shall lament cease because of that. It was like the parting of day from night. 

Ah, sore was the suffering borne by the body of Mary’s Son, 
But sorer still to Him was the grief which for His sake came upon His Mother. 

THE DEATH OF JESUS  

Matthew 27:45-61  Sue Armstrong 

STRIPPING THE CHANCEL Yena Hwang, Megan Klose 



HYMN 228 Were You There 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



TOLLING THE BELL 
 

After the bell tolls 33 times for Jesus, you are invited to leave the sanctuary in silence. 
The darkness remains, but we wait in hope for the light of Easter Sunday morning. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Supporting Us in Worship 

Worship Leaders Sue Armstrong, Rex Campbell, Cassie Dowty,  
Angela Koon, Harper Koon, Mary Soule, Gordon Storr 

Music Eliott Mihelic, Bailey Coleman, Chancel Choir 

Audio/Video Alexi Hawkins 
 
 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License #A-721003. All rights reserved. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians,  

“working for the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons,  
seeking understanding and reconciliation, and joining with others  

seeking a still more just and inclusive church.” 

Falls Church Presbyterian is also a Matthew 25 church seeking to build congregational 
vitality, dismantle structural racism, and eradicate systemic poverty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Yena Hwang, Pastor 
The Rev. Megan Klose, Associate Pastor 
Dr. Don Armstrong, Director of Music 

Dr. Lisa Bloy, Organist 
 

Falls Church Presbyterian Church 
225 East Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046  

703-532-6518 | www.fallschurchpresby.org 
 

 
 
 

Scan the QR code to connect to FCPC’s online giving page or text to give at 7037751355.  
 

 


