
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
Gathering those who fear they are not enough,  

so we may experience grace, wholeness, and renewal as God’s beloved. 

 

 
Image from https://stmichaelsbythesea.org/blog/2022-epiphany-1/ 

 

We Gather to Praise God 
PRELUDE 

When Love Is Found arr. James Biery (b. 1956) 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

INTROIT 
Hear the Glad Sound Stan Pethel (b. 1950) 

WELCOME  Megan Klose  

January 12, 2024 
Baptism of the Lord 

10:00 a.m. 
 

 



 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP   
ONE: Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters. 
ALL: We are here to quench our thirst. 

ONE: Listen, hear God speak. 
ALL: We are ready to hear God’s life-giving words that will fill our hunger. 
ONE: Remember your baptism and rejoice in the life-giving power of the water. 
ALL: We remember and celebrate the promises made at our baptism. 

ONE: Just as the baptismal font is filled, let the Holy Spirit fill us with God’s 
living water. 

ALL: Amen! 

* GATHERING HYMN 463 How Firm a Foundation 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION Suzanne Martin 
ONE: God loves us and calls us each by name. Knowing we will be forgiven 

and unconditionally loved, let us boldly confess our sins before God. 
ALL: In baptism you joined us to Christ in his death that we might be 

raised with Christ in new life; but we cherish old ways and fail to 
embrace the risen life of justice, peace, and love. In baptism you 
united us with all the baptized who confess your name; but we 
foster division in the church and in our communities. We refuse to 
live as one people, failing to witness to your reconciling love before 
the world. In baptism you sent us to serve with compassion all for 
whom Christ died; but we ignore the suffering of the oppressed and 
the plight of the poor. In baptism you gave us the Holy Spirit to 
teach and guide us, but we rely on ourselves and refuse to trust your 
direction. Lord, have mercy on us. Remember the promises you 
made to us in baptism, forgive our sinful ways and heal our 
brokenness. Set us free and raise us to new life in Jesus Christ, that 
we may be your faithful servants, showing forth your healing love to 
the world, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Personal prayer in silence 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Yena Hwang 
ONE: Hear the good news: Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, 

and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ lives in power for us, 
Christ prays for us.  

ALL: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

* Please rise in body or spirit 



 

 

* GLORY TO GOD 582  

 

* PASSING THE PEACE Yena Hwang 

ONE: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 

We Listen for God’s Word 

SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION HYMN 451 (V. 2) 

 



 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 43:1-7 Suzanne Martin 

ONE: The Word of the Lord.  
ALL: Thanks be to God.  

Children ages 4 and up are invited to continue their worship at Godly Play in Room 59. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 3:15-17; 21-22 Yena Hwang 

ONE: The Word of the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God.  

SERMON You Are My Beloved Yena Hwang 

We Respond to God’s Word 
* SERMON HYMN 375 Shall We Gather at the River 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from the Iona Community Book of Prayer) Megan Klose 
With the whole church, we affirm that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, empowered by the spirit. With people everywhere, 
we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more deeply 
than all that is wrong. With all creation, we celebrate the miracle and 
wonder of life, the unfolding purpose of God, forever at work in ourselves 
and the world. Amen. 

JOURNEYING TOGETHER FAITHFULLY Gary Ewart 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Suzanne Martin 

ONE: Lord in your mercy, 
ALL: Hear our prayer. 

The Prayers of the People are offered on behalf of and with the congregation, usually by an elder 
who is currently serving or has previously served on Session. Prayer requests can be sent to 
Pastors Yena and Megan at prayers@fallschurchpresby.org. 

Please keep in your prayers: 
H-1B visa holders and other immigrants 
Theresa Brown, Avery Burns, Allan Capon, Linda Garvelink, Winnie Harris-

Zoellner, Ruth Mileham, Ken Waugh, all with continuing health concerns. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 



 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER AS THE BODY OF CHRIST Megan Klose 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
Please support the mission and ministry of the church with your financial contributions. 
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church office, given online 
through our secure giving portal (fcpc.breezechms.com/give/online), texted to give at 
7037751355, or scanned using the QR code.  

OFFERTORY 
Gather by the River to Pray  arr. Pepper Chaplin (b. 1957) 

 (Down to the River to Pray and Shall We Gather by the River)  

As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ole way; 
and who shall wear the starry crown? Good Lord, show me the way. [repeat] 

O brother, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down. 
O brother, let’s go down, down to the river to pray, down to the river to pray. 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, with its crystal tide forever flowing by 
the throne of God? Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down; grace our spirits will 

deliver and provide a robe and crown. 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

So let’s go down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ole way; 
and who shall wear the starry crown? Good Lord, show me the way. Shall we gather at the river, 

where bright angel feet have trod, with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

So let’s go down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ole way; and who shall wear the starry 
crown? Good Lord, show me the way. Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will 

cease; soon our happy hearts will quiver with melody of peace. 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, beautiful river; gather with the saints at the river that 
flows by the throne of God, down to the river to pray, that flows by the throne of God, 

down to the river to pray, that flows by the throne. 

I went down to the river to pray, Ere we reach the shining river that flows by the throne of God. 

  



 

 

* DOXOLOGY 605 Praise to God the Father 

 

 

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Megan Klose 

We Are Sent into the World 

* SENDING HYMN 740 Lead Me, Guide Me 

* CHARGE AND BLESSING Yena Hwang 

* CHORAL BENEDICTION 

As We Now This Place Depart Stan Pethel (b. 1950) 

POSTLUDE 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus arr. Charles Converse (1832-1918)  

Supporting Us in Worship 

Worship Leader Suzanne Martin 
Ushers Lowell Schuyler, Marsha Schuyler 
Audio/Video Alexi Hawkins 
Sexton Anne Kusterbeck 
Sanctuary Flowers The flowers today are given to the glory of God  

by Marsha and Lowell Schuyler in appreciation of the 
wonderful Advent and Christmas music at FCPC. 

 

Songs reprinted with permission under One License #A-721003. All rights reserved. 
Liturgy for this service adapted from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion,  

Kimberly Bracken Long, ed.  



 

 

A Warm Welcome 
Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. Please sign the red welcome pad which 

can be found at the end of the pew, then pass the pad along to your neighbor.  
There are nametag boards outside of the sanctuary side entrance. Please make a nametag 

and wear it as a sign of hospitality. 
Large-print bulletins are available at the sanctuary entrances. Portable electronic 

assistive listening devices are available in the narthex.  
A recording of today’s service can be found at www.fallschurchpresby.org/sermon. 
If you would like to learn more about our family of faith, please talk to one of the 

pastors as you exit the sanctuary. More information can be found on our website.  

Children in Worship 
Children are always welcome in our services. Children’s bulletins and coloring sheets 
are available for children of all ages at each sanctuary entrance. The Kids’ Corner in 
the front right of the Sanctuary is a space where children and their grownups can play, 
read, color, and participate in worship. Children up to age 4: Child care is offered in 
Room 201. Parents may drop off and pick up children throughout this service. 
Children aged 4 and up: Godly Play is offered in Room 59 following the first 
scripture reading. 

Fellowship Hour 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall following worship to greet your neighbors and enjoy 
some light refreshments. Hosted by the Community Building Ministry Team. 

Announcements 
Ives House Information Sessions. After 10 months spent on outreach; research; 
listening sessions; and meetings with local nonprofits, social service providers, several 
government entities, architects, builders, and realtors, the Ives House Task Force would 
like to inform the congregation of our findings. Session members also want to share 
their recommendation regarding Ives House. Please attend one of these sessions in the 
parlor to learn more: 
 • Jan. 12 (after worship) 
 • Jan. 19 (after worship) 
 • Jan. 26 (before worship) 

Dinner & Concert, Friday, Jan. 17. Join us at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for a 
simple dinner followed by a 7:15 p.m. concert from singer-songwriter Matthew 
Black. There is no charge for entry, though donations are welcome. If you plan to 
attend the dinner, please RSVP through the link in the Friday egram.  

New Members Class, Jan. 26. If you are new to FCPC and would like to explore 
what it means to become a member of this church, please join us Sunday, Jan. 26, at 
11:15 a.m. in the Conference Room. Pastors Yena and Megan will lead an informal 
session and answer your questions about the work and ministry of FCPC. 



 

 

Reading the Bible in 2025. The congregation is encouraged to read the entire Bible 
this year. The Week 2 reading plan is below. See the Friday egram for more info. 

Sun. 1/12 Genesis 14-15; Psalm 11  Thu. 1/16 Genesis 22-23; Psalm 16  
Mon. 1/13 Genesis 16-17; Psalm 12   Fri. 1/17 Genesis 24-25; Psalm 17-18  
Tues. 1/14 Genesis 18-19; Psalms 13-14 Sat. 1/18 Genesis 26-27; Psalm 19  
Wed. 1/15 Genesis 20-21; Psalm 15    

Enjoy the Bible! Come as you are to FCPC’s parlor on Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. for 
open-ended conversations about pertinent Scripture passages. 2nd Saturday option: Prayer 
breakfast at Knox Presbyterian at 8:00 a.m. Contact Tom Koger for info.  

Church Calendar 
Sunday, January 12 – Baptism of the Lord 

VOICE Core Team, 9:00 a.m., Room 303 
Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Ives House Information Session, 11:15 a.m., Parlor 
The Bridge, 3:00 p.m., Third Floor  
Youth Group, 6:00 p.m., Third Floor 

Monday, January 13 – Community Building Ministry Team, 7:00 p.m., Library 
Tuesday, January 14 – Tuesday Morning Prayer Group, 8:45 a.m., Zoom 

Deacons, 7:30 p.m., Parlor and Zoom 
Session, 7:30 p.m., Library 

Wednesday, January 15 – 3rd Wednesday Welcome Table, 11:00 a.m. – 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, January 16 – Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Choir Room 
Friday, January 17 – Dinner (6:30 p.m.) & Matthew Black Concert (7:15 p.m.) 
Saturday, January 18 – Youth Winter Retreat – Day 1/3 

Bible Study & Fellowship Group, 8:00 a.m., Parlor 
Sunday, January 19 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany – Youth Winter Retreat – Day 2/3 

Bible Fun, 10:00 a.m., Room 206 
Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary, in person and online 
Worship Ministry Team, 11:00 a.m., Conference Room 
Ives House Information Session, 11:15 a.m., Parlor 
 

Falls Church Presbyterian belongs to the Covenant Network of Presbyterians, “working for the unity of the 
church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking understanding and reconciliation, and joining with 
others seeking a still more just and inclusive church.” Falls Church Presbyterian is also a Matthew 25 church 

seeking to build congregational vitality, dismantle structural racism, and eradicate systemic poverty. 
 

The Rev. Yena Hwang, Pastor; The Rev. Megan Klose, Associate Pastor 
Diane Maloney, Director of Spiritual Growth and Community Engagement 

Dr. Don Armstrong, Director of Music; Dr. Lisa Bloy, Organist 

225 East Broad Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 | 703-532-6518 | www.fallschurchpresby.org 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2014&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2011&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2022&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2023&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2016&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2016&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2017&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2012&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2024&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2025&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2017&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2018&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2018&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2019&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2013&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2014&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2026&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2027&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2019&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2020&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2021&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2015&version=NRSVUE


 

 
    



 

  



 

 
 


